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MR. WITT: Good evening. Welcome to our

public hearing meeting of the Independent Review Panel for

Route 460. I want to thank everyone for coming out tonight

to be here, to listen and to express your opinions and

concerns about this particular stretch of highway that may

be constructed.

The IRP, Independent Review Panel, is

part of the PPTA process. The Secretary of Transportation,

Pierce Homer, appointed this group to review the three

proposals that were received under the PPTA act. This is

our third of three meetings. The first meeting, we heard

from the proposers. The second meeting, staff from the

Department of Transportation shared with us certain analysis

regarding those proposals. Tonight is our public hearing to

receive your comment.

Up in front of you are the members

appointed to the Independent Review Panel. Starting to my

far right is Dennis Heuer. He is the VDOT Hampton Roads

District Administrator. Next to Dennis is Floyd Brown, a

citizen from Disputanta, Virginia. Jeff Florin is next to

him. Jeff represents the Virginia Ports Authority. Barbara

Reese is not here yet, just moments away. She is the Chief

Financial Officer for VDOT. Dennis Morris represents the

Crater Planning District Commission. Mal Kerley is the

Chief Engineer of VDOT. Kenneth White is a member of the
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Commonwealth Transportation Board as is Dana Dickens and

Gerald McCarthy. Next is Dwight Farmer from the Hampton

Roads Planning District Commission. Steve Mondul from the

assistant -- Deputy Assistant to the Governor for

Commonwealth Preparedness. Ray Taylor, a citizen from

Virginia Beach, and Mike Fountaine from Old Dominion

University. My name is Alan Witt. I am a member of the

Commonwealth Transportation Board and chair of the

Independent Review Panel.

After tonight's meeting, we plan one

more meeting to review everything we've heard, to consider

the analysis we have on the proposals, to ask whatever final

questions we have, and to ultimately make a recommendation

on how to proceed. Our recommendation will go to both the

Commissioner of VDOT and to the Commonwealth Transportation

Board. That final meeting will be held on May 23rd in

Disputanta, Virginia, at the JEJ Moore Middle School.

Tonight is not a meeting for questions

and answers. Instead, it's an evening for us to have an

opportunity to hear from those of you who would like to

speak so that we can take that information into

consideration as we proceed with our decision and

recommendation. Each speaker will have three minutes.

There is a timer located here. At some point, somebody will

sit there to start the timer. It will start with the green
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light when speakers begin to speak. A yellow light will

come on when three minutes begins to approach, and that will

stay on for 30 seconds, then it will go to the red light.

Out of courtesy to everyone who would

like a chance to follow each and speak tonight, I do ask

that you restrict your comments to the three minutes so that

we can have the opportunity to hear from everyone who would

like to speak. Furthermore, if a number of you came as a

group and really have the same message to share, what I

would ask you to do is to have one person speak on behalf of

the group, identify those with you to stand up or raise

their hands so we can see how many you represent, and even

state the number so we can record it as to how many people

were here to support it. But rather than having everyone

speak, one speaker is sufficient to convey the message.

What I will do is call out two to three

names at a time. The speaker and then those speakers to

follow so people can begin to move forward and be prepared

to take the podium when the person before them finishes.

These proceedings are being captured by the court reporter

for the record, and they will be put in that form, printed

form, after tonight. For those of you who are not

comfortable speaking in public, we have arranged for another

court reporter to be available that will be outside, and

staff of VDOT can point you in the right direction, and you
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can share your verbal comments with that court reporter in

private if you wish to do so. That information will be

transcribed and included in this record for our review as

well, and for those who just want to leave with the staff

outside written comments to be included as part of tonight's

proceeding, you can just give it to someone at one of the

tables outside, and those amounts will be included as well.

Mr. Kerley and Ms. Reese have shown up,

so welcome to the two of you. And with that, we will begin

the process of tonight's hearing. The first individual

called to the podium is George Elder followed by Charles

Marks and then by Brian Pursell. So Mr. Elder, come to the

podium.

Welcome, sir.

MR. ELDER: Thank you very much.

Members of the panel, I've lived at the -- in and around the

northern terminus of 460 all my life. At this point, that's

a long time. I won't get into all of that, but anyway, and

I've long been active in promoting economic development.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Excuse me, can you

speak up, please, so we can hear you back here?

MR. ELDER: Yes, ma'am.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: And we were wondering

if you-all could talk into that microphone.

MR. ELDER: I'll be glad to. I thought
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this was on. All right. Is this any better?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yes.

MR. ELDER: You can't turn it up

anymore? Okay. Thank you. I'm sorry for that.

MR. WITT: If I could interrupt, could

you restart that in all fairness? Maybe? Well, you may get

away with it right here.

MR. ELDER: I'll be so brief, it won't

make any difference. Thank you very much.

All right. My name is George Elder and

I've lived at the northern or northwestern terminus all my

life. At this point, it's been quite a long time. I've

long been active in promoting economic development to the

Tri-City area. I recognize the importance of a new Route

460 to the economic strength of our region.

Last summer, I was pleased with the

extensive effort that the Itinere team undertook to seek

input from local business people and citizens like me as

they developed their proposal for building a new Route 460.

The Itinere team not only sought advice, but they responded

to what they heard. I'm very pleased that their proposal

includes an alternative to provide direct access to Prince

George County's current and future economic development

asset, i.e., Southpoint Business Park and Cross Park Center

[sic].
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I would like to speak in favor of

Itinere's Prince George Alternative Plan Number 3. I thank

all of you.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

Charles Marks.

MR. MARKS: Good evening. I'm Charles

Marks. I'm from Prince George, Virginia, and I, too, am in

favor of Itinere's Alternate Proposal Plan 3. One, I found

Itinere to be responsive to the population of Prince George

and the New Bohemia area, looking out, trying to look out

for the historic resources that that community brings to our

area; a population that's been there since the late 1870s

with one of the great migrations from Eastern Europe.

Also, I believe, with our economic

corridors in Prince George County, that the Itinere

alternative proposal gives us the best use of our road

systems, and again, provides the whole system as a gateway

to the Hampton lands [sic]. I thank you for this

opportunity to speak.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Brian Pursell followed Joseph Leming and

James Cobb.

Mr. Pursell, welcome.

MR. PURSELL: Thank you. My name is

Brian Pursell. I'm the family representative of property
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that borders Route 620 and 628 in Sussex County near

Wakefield. Last year alone, due to the proposed road,

ruined a $30 million contract as a result of uncertainty of

the road and lack of information from VDOT. We have a PUD

on the property, which is a Planned Unit Development, which

was granted and grandfathered in by the county exempt from

building moratoriums.

People who chose the road's route did

not do any homework to see if there was a PUD in place at

the time. We have four serious buyers that want to build a

bucolic master plan. The present route goes through massive

amounts of wetlands, goes through and over ponds with 600 to

1,000 natural springs, a golf course, commercial property,

and many residential lots costing $100,000 and more. It

also cuts off two sections of the project, and this is all

going to happen in a P-U-D zoned area.

Already planners have shifted the road

due to bird sanctuaries, so before condemnation and land

requirement, we suggest to VDOT, the committee or whoever to

shift and reroute the road a few hundred yards south on

agricultural priced land versus real estate and commercial

priced land to avoid legal consequences. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Yes, sir.

Joseph Leming. After Mr. Leming is

James Cobb and then Abe Jabri. Is Mr. Leming out there?
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James Cobb.

MR. COBB: Gentlemen, I'm James Cobb. I

live at 8135 West Blackwater Road, just a little bit out of

Windsor.

I agree that we need a new road. I

don't think you'd like me to tell you this, but I think

you're wasting your time. I don't agree with where you're

proposing this road. You know, if Isle of Wight County gets

approval for an industrial site, the first thing would be

said is, is this accountable with the area? And if it was

not, they would be directing me to start the park up to an

area where the same kind of use already existed.

Now, they decided the safe side would be

where this existing 460 should go. We have a half mile

corridor between Norfolk Southern Railroad and Dominion

Power lines there on either side, and these create a certain

stigma on any adjourning lands. This new limited access

road is going to do the same thing.

They show the new road being in the

corridor as it comes through the town of Windsor, but as

soon as it gets past the western county line, they head

south across VDOT's line, and now you have created another

corridor with another stigma on either side of this one.

Why couldn't VDOT be forced to build in the most compatible

place when one exists? Why do they leave that area west of
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Windsor?

I question whether the last change in

the alignment was advertised and done according to

procedure. There has been no regard for property lines or

anything that could lessen the impact of landowners in this

new alignment. Thank you.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Yeah.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Abe Jabri.

MS. JABRI: Actually, I'm Rose Jabri. I

guess I put the check in my husband's box instead of mine.

MR. WITT: If I can interrupt for a

second, followed by Ms. Jabri will be Lawrence Collins and

Ian Frost.

Yes, ma'am, thank you.

MS. JABRI: I live in Disputanta,

Virginia. The State of Virginia builds 895 with hopes of

averting traffic from I-95. To date, moneys from this

project have not been recovered and the road is bypassed by

travelers. Now the State of Virginia is proposing to do the

same with 460.

Why won't travelers use this road for a

$12 one-way trip toll? Everyone is feeling the pain with
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traveling with the increase in gas prices and looking for

ways to cut costs. The present 460 will remain the

preferred way of travel.

The EPA study that the State of Virginia

paid for found that the present road would be the less

damaging. All recommendations have been to fix the present

road. Why has the state ignored these findings that they

paid for? Is this another example of waste and abuse of tax

dollars being spent?

Evacuation has been stated as one of the

reasons this highway is needed. We do not need another

highway for evacuation. The state has the authority to

prohibit eastbound traffic and make all lanes westbound.

Since hearing our first speaker, I've

always wondered why. When we asked if the road could be

moved to empty land versus developed land when we both built

our houses after the year of 2002 and were not identified in

the original plan, we were told that the road was final and

could not be moved. Yet, the county of Prince George can

ask for it to be moved? I don't understand why the county

has more say than the citizens of the county. Thank you.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Lawrence Collins followed by
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Ian Frost and then Dr. A. W. Anderson.

MR. COLLINS: How are you doing? I'm

Lawrence Collins. I'll try not to get upset.

I strongly disagree with the road. I

have no idea why the Commonwealth Transportation Board chose

that route. They obviously based all their information on

data from 2000 and 2002. We purchased land down there in

2003, Disputanta, along 156, and then we had our house built

in 2004 and moved in. The county never said a thing to us

about doing this. They never said a road was coming.

We found out the following year, 2005,

there was a possibility the road would come through my house

and through seven other houses built along that same

corridor that I'm on. Then they chose in 2005, in November,

a year after I move into my house, that's where the route

was coming, through my house. Yes, I'm angry about it. I'm

upset with it. I'm upset with the county who let me build

my house, move into it, and never telling me anything about

this road.

There are currently, in Prince George,

the county allowed over $6 million worth of brand new homes

to be built directly in the path of this road. The county

has continued to allow building of new houses and businesses

in the path of this new road.

The Independent Review Panel, you guys,
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are getting ready to make a recommendation on which company

should be selected to build this new road. Wouldn't it be a

little bit wiser to wait and see what the Final

Environmental Impact Study says before we make a

recommendation? I mean, it's like, the Final Environmental

Impact Study hadn't even come out yet, and we're here

getting ready to make a recommendation. As stated by the

previous person speaking, you know, the first environmental

study said that CBA-2, fixing the existing Route 460 and

making small changes to that would be the less environmental

impact. 1 and 3, the northern and southern routes, have the

most impact on the environment.

The Coalition for Smarter Growth is

against building the new road. They think it's a waste of

money. They also stated the reasons that hurricane

evacuation was wrong because they could switch all the lanes

to be westbound. They put in new things on 64 where they

block it off and quickly make it westbound.

The issue with 460 is where it floods.

Put bridges over the sections that flood, you know, and

you'll save a whole lot of money. It will cost you a whole

lot less than $2 billion.

They talk about use by the military. If

the military wants 460, the military will take 460. I've

been here 30 years in the military. They'll take 460. I'll
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speed up.

They talk about safety, improving safety

by building this new highway. That is not right. Building

a new highway is not the right way to improve safety. The

other road's still going to be there. The only way to

improve safety is to get people to drive differently, okay?

It's all about moving freight from Petersburg to Suffolk,

and that's the whole thing it's about is moving the freight.

What if it was your house, your brand

new house that --

MR. WITT: Sir, your time is up.

MR. COLLINS: Thank you, and yes, I'm

angry.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Ian Frost followed by A. W.

Anderson.

MR. FROST: Good evening. My name is

Ian Frost. I live at 10238 Radford Mill Terrace in

Mechanicsville. I'm with EEE Consulting, a small,

woman-owned business based out of Hanover County. I'm here

to make three points.

First, I strongly support a Route 460

PPTA project. I think it provides tangible benefits to the
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citizens of Virginia, both from improved hurricane

evacuation, from the mobility that will be provided to the

ports and expansions proposed for the ports, and also for

increased mobility for the citizens that live along the

corridor.

Secondly, I believe the project will

provide tangible benefits to firms like EEE Consulting that

are based in Virginia that are certified small businesses.

We know that there'll be direct benefits to many small and

disadvantaged businesses from design and construction and

the economic development that it spurs.

Thirdly, I'm here to support the Itinere

team's modified approach to the project. I believe that it

does the best job of promoting the economic development for

local governments, and I encourage you to give it small

consideration. Thank you for the opportunity.

MR. WITT: A. W. Anderson followed by

William Savedge.

DR. ANDERSON: Good evening. I

appreciate you letting me speak. My name is Dr. A. W.

Anderson. My family and I reside at 4501 Pruden Boulevard

in Suffolk. We have been in that home, which we built back

in the early '70s, in fact, '69. Our children were raised

there, and we have been there since.

We are the requesting that you folks
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consider moving the road back. We are in the middle of the

highway. We are the only home there except our son's, who's

in alignment with us, whose homes will be bothered or moved

in reference to the new road.

We have received letters from all

property owners who are adjacent to us saying that they

would approve the movement, which would still put the

highway on their property. It would move behind our home.

It would put the highway on our property, and they agree

that this would be appropriate to move the home -- move the

road back so it would not interfere with our home.

We are not asking for a lot, but another

thing, I am a Native American, and we have a Native American

burial ground there, which the road would be within three

feet of. I do not know what would take place in reference

to this, but we would like for you folks to consider moving

the road back behind our home so that it would not take our

home.

We, the two of us, my son and I, are the

only ones that are affected with the road there, and if it

would be moved back, it would give the people more of their

property in moving it back or moving it south, and it would

give us our home. I would appreciate it if you would

consider this request. Thank you very much.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.
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William Savedge followed by Robert

Layden and then Pete Greene.

MR. SAVEDGE: Chairman Witt, lady and

gentlemen of the Independent Review Panel, I'm William E.

Savedge, chairman of the Town of Wakefield Planning

Commission.

The town of Wakefield has asked me to

monitor the progress of the 460 corridor study. Wakefield

was originally on record as opposing the construction of the

corridor outside of the present boundaries of the existing

460 due to the potential harm to existing business and

because present safety issues with 460 might continue. The

governing body does understand that this study group is

concerned only with issues relating to the proposed new

corridor.

In the presentation by the teams being

on the 460 project, only Itinere has taken the position that

all interchanges in the original VDOT specifications need to

be constructed in the initial phase. All other

presentations suggest that low volume interchanges be

delayed until VDOT traffic counts warrant construction.

In the case of Route 620 near Wakefield,

the traffic count theory is faulty. The traffic count on

this rural route may never change dramatically. Route 31

leading to Scotland and Jamestown Ferry is more indicative
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of the traffic flowing off of the existing 460.

The choice not to build or delay

exchanges is potentially disastrous for the citizens who

live on this corridor. Speedy access to this road could

make significant differences to life-threatening situations.

Major hospitals providing emergency healthcare to this area

are located at either end of the proposed corridor.

Further, not having adequate access to this corridor will

limit the response of fire, rescue, and police. This will

be a problem on the new road as well as in the existing

communities.

While I'm not here to endorse any one of

the teams who have presented proposals, I would be remiss in

not mentioning that contact with local input has been

severely lacking with the exception of Itinere. While all

have submitted copies of their proposals, there has been

only nominal contact with the town of Wakefield from the

other teams.

Sussex County will contribute almost

twice as much land area to this project as other

municipalities along the corridor. It will be our natural

resources that will be forever impacted as citizens that

will be directly affected by this construction. The project

is said to have 50 to -- a 50 to 100 year life. The cost is

important to all of us, but consideration of local impact
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should be weighed carefully.

It would be a travesty not to construct

the exchanges deemed seriously important to the residents of

Sussex County and the town of Wakefield. To determine where

to place these exchanges needs local input. Thank you for

your time.

MR. WITT: Yes, sir.

Robert Layden followed by Pete Greene.

Robert Layden?

Pete Greene followed by Ron [sic]

Kropewnicki.

MR. GREENE: Thank you very much for the

opportunity to speak today. It's so unfortunate that when

this whole process began with VDOT, that there weren't more

hearings so people could express their concerns and may have

helped with the alignment with the road.

I do support a road of this concept.

The figures we've heard when the ports open in 2011, that

there will be approximately 1,800 more trucks on 460 per day

than we have today. And I think anyone who drives 460 will

understand that's almost an impossible thing to deal with.

One of the problems that concerns me

is that they're going dump this additional 1,800 trucks per

day, and their day is 10:00 p.m. -- 6:00 a.m. in the morning

until 10:00 p.m. at night -- they're going to dump them onto
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the bypass in Suffolk in Mr. Deacon's area, and anyone who

drives that bypass now knows it's bumper-to-bumper in the

mornings and the evenings. And there was an accident back

probably four or five months ago that kept traffic tied up

for an hour and a half, couldn't move. So that's a concern

to me.

I personally have always felt this road

should be further north, not to Route 10, but parallel,

because truthfully, the goal is to get freight traffic into

the ports, and by running it all the way into the bypass,

we're just extending the problem.

But I do thank the board very much. We

were able to get the route modified in our area to protect

26 homes, but we're not proud of that. It still goes on

somebody's property, but it will not destroy any homes, and

we thank PPT Board for making that possible for us. Thank

you very much.

MR. WITT: All right. Ron [sic]

Kropewnicki followed by Shirley Warren.

MS. KROPEWNICKI: It's Diane

Kropewnicki.

MR. WITT: Diane Kropewnicki.

MS. KROPEWNICKI: It's Diane

Kropewnicki. My husband and I live at 35437 Seacock Chapel

Road in God's country, Zuni.
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The proponents of the new Route 460 have

touted safety as its biggest asset. It will be safer for

everybody they said, but I'm not so sure. You see, I'm

afraid that the placement and design of this new highway is

going to place a lot of people at great risk.

The road is going to run through

sections of Southampton County and Isle of Wight that has

seen some devastating flooding in recent years, even as

recent as a few months ago. I'm sure many of you have seen

pictures and seen stories of the flooding in Zuni and

Franklin, and it's not getting better. It's getting worse.

We saw it with Floyd. We saw it with Isabel. We saw it

with Gaston. We see it with nor'easters. We see it with

heavy spring downpours.

The underpass in Zuni floods. It floods

just coming over the Blackwater River, and it's not just the

underpass in Zuni. It comes across the roads out there, and

the way that the new 460 is going to cut across the county,

it's going to dead-end a lot of the roads that county

residents now take to get out, to escape to higher ground.

In fact, if the road were built today, and the last flood

that happened were to take place, many people would not be

able to get out to get to work, to get to a doctor, to get

to the grocery store, to get to the hospital or to get water

for almost a week. Emergency vehicles wouldn't be able to
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get in, and we wouldn't be able to get out.

There are roads in Zuni that have

five-foot markers on them, and it's not there for people

like me to get out and be reminded about how short they are.

They're there so that VDOT and county workers can see how

high the water is on the roads when it floods out there so

that they can put the markers out and know how many days

they need to go back to take the markers down to warn people

that the roads are flooded.

And I'm talking about roads like Seacock

Chapel, Tucker Swamp, Doles Road, little two-lane country

roads that are slated to be dead-ended when this road is

built with no consideration for the fact that the other end

of the roads routinely flood and is under two to three feet

of water and it's impassable when we get heavy rains. It's

not so much a safety issue now because everybody out there

knows what part of the roads floods when it rains, and they

go the other way.

But if you dead-end those roads when you

build 460, then you've created a situation out there where

you've potentially placed our lives at risk when you close

off those roads. Go over them, build overpasses for those

little roads or build a gate that can be opened in places

when there are emergencies or something, but don't dead-end

those roads on us. Please, in your planning for a safer
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460, don't forgot about the people in Southampton and Isle

of Wight. Don't leave us with no way out when the water

starts to rise. Thank you.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Shirley Warren followed by

Jay Randolph followed by Sandon Rogerts.

MS. WARREN: I didn't really realize I

was going to be speaking tonight, but I decided I would. I

live on a 52-acre farm with my 90-year-old mother-in-law.

MR. WITT: Could you raise the mike just

a little bit?

MS. WARREN: Okay. I live on a 52-acre

farm with my 90-year-old mother-in-law. We're both widows.

Alternative 1 is the only one -- alternative that will not

impact us. After they take most of what we have, there

won't be enough left to farm. We have power lines, these

big power lines that are on across the highway from us, and

we have two on our property.

And my daughter, my oldest daughter and

her husband are waiting to find out which route you're going

to take because they want to build a house on the farm so

that they could come and help me with my mother-in-law, and

right now, we don't know which way you're going to go. The
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only way you're going to go that's not going to affect me

would be south, and it would be just nice to know which way

you're going to go so we can make plans for the future so

that they won't build a house like this man over here did

and then have a highway come through it. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you for your comments.

Jay Randolph.

MR. RANDOLPH: Good evening,

Mr. Chairman and members of the panel. My name is Jay

Randolph. I'm the Assistant County Administrator for

Southampton County, Virginia. I'm here tonight on behalf of

the Board of Supervisors, and I will read a letter into the

record.

The three proposals were reviewed and

discussed by Southampton County Board of Supervisors at

their regular sessions of the November 27th and December

18th, 2006. While the Board of Supervisors expressed no

clear preference for any particular proposal, I've been

directed to clearly communicate Southampton County's ardent

opposition to any alternative that defers or delays

construction of the interchange at State Route 616 south of

the town of Ivor.

The proposed interchange was clearly

illustrated on each exhibit at the Agency's scoping meeting

July 2003 and the ensuing public scoping and citizen
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information meetings occurring in August 2003 and February

of 2004 respectively. Additionally, the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement dated May 2005 even went so far as to

measure the social and economic impacts of the construction

of the interchange.

Unquestionably, public opinion and

support for the project were heavily influenced by these

exhibits and studies. Any alternative that proposes

deferral of any of the nine proposed interchanges fails to

fully satisfy the stated purpose and need for the project to

be meeting local economic development plans and other needs.

Any plan or proposal that does not contain the nine

interchanges should be considered nonresponsive.

In reviewing these proposals, there's

only one on the table that clearly meets that objective, and

that's the proposal offered by Itinere. And I'll emphasize

to Itinere that I, personally, am also from Zuni as well.

Thank you for your consideration. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Sandon Rogerts followed by Steven Wright

then Dennis Sebera.

MR. ROGERTS: Good evening, chairman,

distinguished panel members. My name is Sandon Rogerts.

I'm Transportation Engineer for Isle of Wight County, and

I'm here on behalf of the Board of Supervisors.
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The Board of Supervisors has, and its

staff, have reviewed these proposals, and Isle of Wight

County supports the alignment as adopted by the Commonwealth

Transportation Board. Isle of Wight County also supports

multiple grade crossings and frontage roads that supports

our agriculture community. Isle of Wight County also

supports any coming scenario that does not adversely impact

the citizens of Isle of Wight County or adversely impact

their needs of getting their goods and services to and from

the market.

Steven Wright will address the issues of

the additional interchanges and the commerce points.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Steven Wright followed by Dennis Sebera.

MR. WRIGHT: Good afternoon,

Mr. Chairman, members of the panel. Again, my name is

Steven Wright. I'm the Economic Development Director for

Isle of Wight County. I, like the previous speaker, is here

on the behalf of the Isle of Wight County Board of

Supervisors.

Again, I would like to reemphasize the

support that the county has for the approved alignment of

this project; however, I would like to add that that support

is contingent upon the establishment of a new interchange

along the route. Isle of Wight County has designated a zone
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several hundred acres of industrial development along the

alignment corridor as it intersects with Route 607, also

known as Old Mill Road.

The county and their staff have worked

continuously with the Port of Virginia, the Virginia Port

Authority, the Norfolk Southern Railroad and other property

owners, and we feel strongly that this road, with its

current alignment and additional interchange at Route 607,

will enhance not only the economic development activity for

the county, but for the region and the state as well.

Again, I would like to reemphasize the

county's support for this road alignment provided that the

additional interchange is included. Thank you very much.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

MR. WRIGHT: And Mr. Chairman, for the

record, I also have a letter that I'd like to distribute to

the panel members as well.

MR. WITT: Dennis Sebera followed by

Sonaa Parham.

MR. SEBERA: Good evening. My name is

Dennis Sebera. I'm from Prince George County, and I'm here

representing the Church of the Sacred Heart in New Bohemia.

There's only one proposal that does not tie in with the new

road back into 460 right at our church at New Bohemia, and

if it is to be tied in there, it will completely envelope
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our church. We'll be completely surrounded much like a

noose.

If someone were to come by our church

and see it from the new 460 that ties in, and they had GPS

and they came here from out of state, when they got to that

location with GPS, they probably couldn't figure out how to

get into our facility. It's one of the complex things where

the roads all end and the feeder roads and what have you.

And Itinere has an Alternate Number 3 in

Prince George that takes it away from the New Bohemia area

and ties it in further to the south of Interstate 295 closer

to 95, which is, I think, a very good thing. If I were a

drainage engineer, for instance, I would want to get the

water off the highway in the most natural way possible and

get it done as quickly as possible, and this Proposal Number

3 tying in 295 near 95 will take all this truck traffic,

instead of putting it in our community, put it directly on

the interstate there. And especially for traffic going to

the west and the south, they'll have much better options.

They will flow better just like the water might.

In closing, I would like to thank you

all for taking great effort not to disrupt the other

communities up and down 460. And on behalf of our church,

so that we're not, at this time, the northern or western --

western end of 460, and our church is in the middle, so
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we're not like in a noose in the middle of all this, I would

like the same consideration that other communities have had

up and down 460, and try to keep it away from us. I

certainly appreciate your time this evening. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Sonaa Parham followed by, looks like

Penny or Jamie Merhout.

Sonaa Parham?

Penny or Jamie Merhout -- I apologize if

I'm mispronouncing that -- followed by Robert Felts.

MR. MERHOUT: It's James Merhout, but

that's all right. I answer to many variations of it.

MR. WITT: Well, I'm having trouble

reading any of the letters here. I apologize.

MR. MERHOUT: No problem. No problem.

I'm James Merhout. I'm representing the Church of the

Sacred Heart in New Bohemia, Prince George County.

We are the western most terminus of the

Route 460 program. You have already on file letters from

our parish, from Mr. Joe Leming, chairman of the Board of

Supervisors, Prince George County. All of these letters

include many very specific reasons to support the

Itinere/Prince George Alternate Proposal Number 3.

Our church has just celebrated its 100th

anniversary with a beautiful new expansion of our worship
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space and commons area. We have an active -- we have active

families and youth that are direct descendants of the

founders of our church and our New Bohemia community. These

families and all of our members sincerely hope all of their

efforts will ensure our church and New Bohemia will be in a

positive part of our community for the next hundred years.

Some of the proposed plans for the Route

460 would totally devastate the existing church community

and eliminate any positive future it may have. With our

church and community's very existence and future on our

consciousness and concerns, we strongly recommend the

Itinere/Prince George Alternate Number 3 interchange and

roadway to be reviewed in depth and considered as the best

plan at hand, at least at the moment.

This plan and the Itinere team have

addressed issues of disruptive noise levels, serious water

and drainage problems, safe, emphasis on safe, egress and

regress for our church members and everybody using the

roadway, as well as the recognition by the Virginia

Department of Historical Resources and Virginia Assembly as

to this historic site.

We know we are but a little cog in a big

wheel; however, our future is at stake. We would greatly

appreciate your genuine consideration of our position and

request. Also, we offer our help and communicate with the
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Virginia Department of Transportation anyway we can to make

this project as possible and as positive for everyone.

Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

Robert Felts followed by Andy Kuasnicka

then Nico DeLeon.

MR. FELTS: Mr. Chairman and board,

thank you for allowing me to speak tonight.

First of all, I'm here for two reasons.

First, I own almost a 200-acre farm right in the path of the

new highway. It's a beautiful place with great big oak

trees for a future home site. I only hope that when you-all

come to purchase this property, that you-all will be willing

to pay a fair and equitable price with a lot of discussion

involved. That's one of my first concerns right there.

Second of all, I run a business that

fronts on 460, R. M. Felts Packing Company. We have both

wholesale and retail trade, and it is nice to have a lot

more traffic because we'll have a lot more people stopping

to spend money. But it just might be just one of the small

things that we'll have to give up to have a new road to get

to the market faster and safer.

Next of all, I'd like to talk about

family travel and family safety. I have a son who goes to

the University of Virginia. I feel for him when he travels
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460 to Petersburg, but when he gets on that nice new 288,

we're so thankful to see that large divided highway that

gives him safety going on up to 64. He'll probably be an

alumni, I hope so, by the time the road is built, but when

he returns back and forth, to have a nice four-lane highway

all the way to Charlottesville would be nice. So I ask that

you consider having an exchange of a way we can get on and

off 616, which is the Ivor Road that goes from Ivor to

Courtland.

But I know you probably ran into the

same dilemmas you've run into tonight when you tried to

build 288. I can only imagine the headaches and the

heartaches of going through all that business property

around through Richmond, but it's a beautiful highway, and I

hope one of these days we can see a new 460 up here the

same.

I'll be 60 in about five days, and I

learned to drive on old 460, and some of us remember when

the two center lanes had a hump to get up on it, given the

cement outside, given the asphalt center lane, and you hold

on real tightly when you get ready to pass someone or change

lanes. There was very little traffic in those days as you

go through Ivor. One stoplight in Ivor, and then you didn't

see another stoplight until you get to almost downtown

Suffolk. Now, Windsor has stoplights and other places along
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460 have stoplights.

I went to school at Southampton High

School. It's on 58 over in Courtland. And gentlemen, they

named that road suicide strip back in the 70s. It took

people dying to build four lanes. It went to two lanes to

four lanes after numerous accidents. So I don't want to

wait until the death count increases before you-all decide

to build this road. It going to be a change as we know it,

but I say build the road. I'm not here to say where or how,

but build it. Life is full of changes, but life, as we know

it, has to change.

I ask that you, if you make this a toll

road, you'll give consideration to reduced tolls or minimum

tolls for local people so that they can make up for the

hardship and the headaches that we have as we see this road

being built throughout the lovely area that each one of us

call home all the way from Petersburg to Suffolk. It's been

a tranquil and beautiful place to live and hunt. Of course,

this road will change life as we know it, but that's just

part of the price we'll have to pay. Thank you, and I

appreciate the effort of each one of you-all to make this

possible. Thank you.

(Clapping.)
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MR. WITT: Andy Kuasnicka followed by

Nico DeLeon.

MR. KUASNICKA: I just want to state

that I'm strongly against Itinere's Prince George Alternate

Number 3. This option takes away all I have left of my

family's farm, a farm that's been in my family for over a

century, one my father farmed, one my grandfather farmed.

I'd like to state that I'm for VDOT's Candidate Build

Alternate 2. And I also have concerns about the impact at

Isaac Walton Pond, which is a bald eagle habitat. And also,

lastly, Interstate 895 as an example of the Public Private

Transportation Project that's a failure. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Nico DeLeon followed by Joe

Mongo.

MR. DELEON: Good evening. My name is

Nico DeLeon, and I'm the owner of NXL. We're a

construction, management, survey, and engineering firm based

in Richmond, Virginia. The 460 corridor has many passages.

You have to build this road one way or another. Which

proposal you choose will be your decision. I'm biased

because I'm a member of the Itinere group, and, of course, I
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believe that we are providing to you the best solution there

is. This road will give a lot of work to a lot of local

individuals, professionals like ourselves. We are a small

business, a minority-owned business, and we're headquartered

in Richmond but we work everywhere in Virginia. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Joe Mongo followed by Jerry Skalsky.

While he's coming to the podium, again,

a reminder to everyone. If you wish to speak tonight, be

sure that you let the folks at the table outside know so

they can put your name on the list. If you did check you

wanted to speak, I'm sure they'll have your name.

Mr. Mongo?

MR. SKALSKY: Jerry Skalsky.

MR. WITT: Yes, sir. Come forward,

Mr. Skalsky.

MR. SKALSKY: Good evening, gentlemen.

My name is Jerry Skalsky. I live on West Quaker Road, which

is about a mile and a half from New Bohemia. I am member of

a county Board of Supervisors; however, I am not here to

speak on behalf of the board. I'm here to speak as a

citizen because I am one of the descendants that was raised

right here in that area.

It was back at turn of the century that

we had many immigrants coming to the area seeking a new life
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for themselves and establishing a community, a community of

hardworking, dedicated, and honest people. First, it was

the initial 460 cut through the community. Then about ten

years later, of course it was, again, it was developed. It

was widened to a four-lane road.

There are -- were some factors that were

already mentioned in conjunction with the church. There are

some brand new businesses established there striving to make

a go of it. There's still the old schoolhouse, which is

being used as a private residence at this place that is

still there at New Bohemia. Of course, as the members of

the church indicated a while ago, we strive to keep that

ethnic group or the spirit of that ethnic group still

together.

This community played a very vital part

for our community some 15 or so years ago when we were under

threat of annexation, and it was recognized that we did have

an ethnic group, and this is often cited as one of the main

factors for the annexation not being successful.

There are a couple of other things I'd

like to mention. We've got a new hospital coming in in

Petersburg. The recommendation from our board, which you

will hear shortly, is that the new 460 go toward that

hospital. I've worked for the rescue squad for upward of 40

years. Sometimes, of course, it's essential to find the
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shortest route. If we choose the alternate road for the

proposed 460, it will make a quicker and sometimes possibly

life-saving -- on the part of those people.

Also, another big impact that our county

is having is that, of course, Fort Lee is expanding. It

never really made any sense to me that we would take all the

traffic from 460 from most of this area and dump it, channel

it into the original 460 trap, and yet, that's what's being

done. I was opposed to that initially, and, of course, I'm

still opposed to it.

In addition to that, there's a roadway

leading into Fort Lee that's going to be expanded. We've

been advised this is going to be one of the main entrances

to Fort Lee, which will be off 460, and it appears to be a

very congested area or it will be a very congested area. Of

course, if we have the proposed new 460 coming in, it will

be even more so.

I appreciate all the time you gentlemen

are putting into this. Please consider all alternatives.

Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you for coming down

tonight.

Warren Green followed by Rufus Tyler.

MR. GREEN: Good evening, gentlemen. My

name is Warren Green, and I'm the Industrial Real Estate
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Director for the Hollingsworth Company, the owners and

developers of Southpoint Business Park, Prince George

County.

The park's development began as a signed

economic development agreement between this company and the

Prince George Board of Supervisors in 1997. This agreement

is a result of a very unique public/private relationship

never before seen in the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Since January 1998 to the present time,

we have brought nine businesses to our park representing

over $110 million of investment on 128 acres of land. Now,

in addition to that, the county has developed around us

Crosspointe Centre with another seven companies, $70 million

of investment, 1.85 million square feet. Therefore, when

combined, these increase the Prince George County tax base

in support since early January 1998 from the Hollingsworth

Company's commitment to the county to the establishment, on

our part, is almost 3 million square feet, over 1,400 jobs,

$288 million of investment. The new Route 460 needs to be

built in such a way to enhance the extensive economic

development assets of both Southpoint Business Park and

Crosspointe Centre.

Itinere sought input from local

officials and business leaders as well as citizens when

their proposal for the new and enhanced U.S. 460 was
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developed. As a result of what they heard, Itinere

responded by developing an alternative route, which will

provide direct access to Southpoint Business Park and

Crosspointe Centre. This direct access to both parks is

crucial to the continued economic development success we

have experienced over the last eight-and-a-half years.

Without the expansion, the county's tax base and job

opportunities for citizens will be jeopardized. Direct

access will also be provided to the county's corporate

partner, Norfolk Southern's planned intermodal facility

located about a mile and a half from the park.

I cannot overemphasize the importance of

direct access to both our parks. The point of our success,

maybe the most important aspect is our geographical

location, 1.8 miles to 95, 6.5 miles to 85, 26 miles to 64

and one mile to U.S. 460. We're becoming known to

industrial recruiters as a key location for warehouse

distribution operations, and with the opening of the new

Maersk Line private terminal in Portsmouth, and looking at

probably every inbound ocean container to the Port of

Hampton Roads or from the Port of Hampton Roads, our two

parks are primed for future expansion and additional

industrial announcements in the future.

The Itinere proposal certainly provides

better access to our area's interests. Finally, the Itinere
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proposal also retains, and this is crucial, the existing

access to our parks off U.S. 460. VDOT's CBA-1 does not

take into account the road to Southpoint and Crosspointe

Centre to date, and creates a very awkward and inefficient

access to both parks off 460 and I-295.

I respectfully submit that Itinere is

very sensitive to meeting the economic needs of Prince

George County and other localities along the corridor.

Their proposal also responds to citizen concern about

lessening commercial truck traffic on residential and

secondary roads.

In closing, I am pleased to endorse the

approach that Itinere has taken and their team, and I

believe their proposal offers the best opportunity for

Prince George County and our company to grow our respective

parks to the benefit of all county citizens in the future.

Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Rufus Tyler followed by James Long and

then Don Lauter.

MR. TYLER: Mr. Chairman, members of the

panel, thank you for giving us an opportunity to be here

tonight. I'm here on behalf of the Sussex Board of

Supervisors as chair. I have with me my colleagues, the

Honorable Bill Collins, the Honorable Wayne Harrell, and
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Alice Jones.

I will try not to be redundant in going

over much of the information you've heard previously;

however, I would like to concentrate on a few items that we

think relatively important. Various individuals already

addressed the safety issues, so I won't repeat those, the

flooding problem, as many of you know in the counties here

in south side Virginia, as well as the drainage issue. But

those are issues that are, of course, are concerns for us in

Sussex County as well.

However, one of the major issues, I

think, that we're concerned with is economic development.

Of course, Sussex is one of the localities who have made a

commitment to moving forward in terms of investing moneys in

our economic development efforts to attract industries in

the area. Specifically, we think the interchange, they are

very probable, we understand that, but the interchange is

one of the primary concerns that we have. Specifically, the

interchange of, as mentioned earlier, Highway 31, and before

that, 602. We would ask you to seriously consider having an

interchange in the area such it would not adverse affect the

localities of Sussex, of course, the small towns of Waverly

and Wakefield.

Virginia has a slogan, "Moving Virginia

forward." We ask that you seriously consider that and not
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let us move backward. Thank you very much.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

James Long followed by Don Lauter.

MR. LONG: Mr. Chairman, ladies and

gentlemen of the board, I'm on the town council of

Wakefield. I wasn't scheduled -- I wasn't planning on

speaking tonight, but I came to talk to you about Itinere's

plan. It's the only one that gives Wakefield a chance.

Without an interchange to the town of Wakefield, it will

greatly impact our economic development.

If you would just look at the towns

along the new south (phonetic) highway that lost its

interchanges, the hotels, the restaurants, the small

businesses, they're gone. There's nothing there but a

junkyard and debris. Look at all the towns that the big

roads have bypassed. It's killed them.

Without an interchange, you're not

giving us, the town of Wakefield or Sussex County, a chance

to develop at all. You will bypass us. We will not be able

to draw in businesses because we would not be able to get an

interchange in. If you don't build it now, tomorrow will

never come.

We have several businesses in town that

contribute and employ at least 100 to 150 people in there.

They are -- if we lose those businesses, we've killed the
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town. Those businesses are important to us.

I'm not here to speak to you on behalf

of the town council. Mr. Savedge has already done that.

I'm speaking for me. I have to face these people in town

every month, just like you have to face me tonight. But one

thing, brother, I've got to come back next month. You won't

be here next time. I have to look at them and say, Well, we

didn't do enough. And when they walk over to shut that

door, you've killed us. You need to give us at least a

fighting chance.

I know the road's going to come. It's

going to get up, and we can roll with it or it will roll

over top of us. That's the way progress is, but you need to

please give us a chance. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you. Don Lauter

followed by Dr. Joe Leming.

MR. LAUTER: Good evening. Thank you

for letting us speak. I am from the Rives District of

Prince George County, and they have a new proposal of this

route going over to 295. And first of all, I've been asked

a lot of questions about who chose the route in the flood

area of the Blackwater. Why not the north side of 460 that

doesn't flood? It just seems ridiculous.

Also, why the Army Corp. of Engineers

study on the Chowan River Basin Study is not going to be



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ANTHONY & ASSOCIATES, INC.
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA

Office (757) 686-2273 Fax (757) 686-5488

44

funded until after this road is put in, now from Petersburg

to Fort Lee and their industrial park all the way down?

We're sending all the water down here to Franklin, Virginia,

and truly, we're just going to wipe them off the map with

the flooding. Why that study isn't funded, I don't know.

Now, what I want to speak about is the

new proposed route really should go wherever it is to Route

156 on 460, and then go from Route 156 straight on in

towards New Bohemia, putting a lane on the right and on the

left and making it six lanes. That way, Prince George

County and our tax base will be preserved in Prince George

County.

Now, this new proposal by Itinere takes

in about six miles of our farmland and about $12 million

worth of houses. And it's politically correct because of

295 just to save Petersburg. Now, if you look at your map

and if you have a wreck down on 460, you can go to the 460

interchange on Wagner Road and get into the new hospital

faster. And the way they were talking about going in with

an ambulance, and you would have to go over East Road, go

down on a two-lane road, take a right turn, go through

traffic with sirens and stoplights. Now, if you'd just look

at your map, as you can see, that's the easiest way to go.

And we cannot figure out why, when

you're on the new route there, and you've gone across the
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Second Swamp two times, 3,000 feet of bridge, and then less

than a half mile away, about a quarter of a mile away,

they're going to put in another $2,500 -- or feet of bridges

over the same swamp, you see? So we just can't figure out

who designed this thing and why they designed it to cost so

much money when you can just go in at Route 156 and use the

old 460 on up. That way Petersburg won't annex our tax base

like they've done for the last 35 years.

And our businesses now on 460, our truck

stops, are suffering because what's going to happen is new

truck stops are going to be built right there at 295 and 95

and Rives Road, which is going to take away from the

businesses there in New Bohemia.

And as far as New Bohemia worried about

their history, it seems like the Czechs have sold about a

thousand acres of their land for these new businesses all

around 460. So as far as saving the Sacred Heart Church and

its aesthetic value, right now, they're putting in a

Wendy's, they're putting in truck stops, and there's

Euclid's running day and night over there. So I cannot see

the point about the aesthetic value of the history of New

Bohemia.

And let me just look here just to make

sure --

MR. WITT: Mr. Lauter, thank you. Your
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time's up.

MR. LAUTER: Okay. Well, thank you very

much then.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Dr. Joe Leming followed by

Mary Jones and then Michael Glasscock.

DR. LEMING: Mr. Chairman, in addition

to my oral comments, I've supplemented that with written

comments. Would you -- how would you propose I -- would you

prefer I hand them to you? What's your pleasure, sir?

MR. WITT: If you'll leave them on that

table right there by the timer, I'm sure we could get them.

Thank you, sir.

DR. LEMING: And two minutes on the

green, a minute on the yellow or 30 seconds on the yellow?

MR. WITT: Well, could you restart it?

It's three minutes on green followed by

30 seconds.

DR. LEMING: Thank you, sir.

Good evening. Thank you all for

creating this opportunity for me to provide comment to you.

My name is Joe Leming. I represent the Prince George County
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Board of Supervisors, and I am here, in essence, based on a

letter generated January the 11th, which I provided to your

clerk. That letter captures most of the comments I'm going

to make to you. Additionally, because of the short time

frame, I prepared a more detailed written draft of my

comments, which are also distributed to the clerk for your

review and incorporation into the public record.

Prince George County was given this

alignment and it generates four overarching concerns, and

here they simply are: First, economic development. We're

extremely concerned that the current alignment of the

proposed new road will compromise severely our investment in

economic development. I am not at liberty tonight to

disclose the exact details of this conversation with you

further because I am currently bound by a confidentiality

agreement, but the new connector road, which Itinere has

incorporated into their Prince George Alternative 3, will

advance the economic development of Prince George County as

well as the Commonwealth.

The second overarching concern that we

had and still have is preservation of New Bohemia. We have

a desire to preserve New Bohemia, both in its historical

context and in its current economic development context.

Besides the members of the Sacred Heart Church here tonight

who would like to see their church not, essentially, paved
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into a small square, Prince George County and its corporate

partner have invested significant funds into the corridor,

and the current alignment would essentially put both of

those economic development assets under a significant amount

concrete.

Number 3, we do believe that

preservation of the northbound access or northbound movement

along U.S. Route 156 is integral to any long-term success.

156 is, in fact, a primary road located in Prince George

County, and it accomplishes two things. First, it

accomplishes direct access to our sister city, Hopewell

City, and second, one day it may serve as an eastbound

entrance into Crosspointe Industrial Park.

Fourth, our county's comprehensive plan

as it is today and as it is currently drafted, about to be

looked at again, calls for the easternmost portion of our

county to be a green zone, if you want to call it that, a

conversation area. We're very concerned that the proposed

intersection at Route 460 or relocated 460 and 625 is

inconsistent with that comprehensive plan, and we would

recommend that it be deleted.

Itinere has been the only firm of the

three to step forward with Prince George County and invest

meetings, design times, and actually, the only ones who have

come forward and had a public meeting with the public. So I
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come before you tonight to proverbially offer public

suicide. In my comments, I will anger many of the members

of my district with my support and my Board of Supervisors

support of Itinere, and I will (inaudible). To no end, I

offer good public policy, and I endorse the Itinere

proposal. My comments are written before you, and,

hopefully, will be included in the record. I had 20 copies

for the other team members. Thank you so much.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Mary Jones follow Michael Glasscock.

MS. JONES: Thank you. Good afternoon.

I'm Mary Jones. I'm a county administrator for Sussex

County, and I'm here to, really, echo comments that have

already been made by the chairman, Mr. Rufus Tyler, Board of

Supervisors, and also represents the position of the county.

I would like to kind of emphasize the

need for the three interchanges that have been proposed for

Sussex County because I believe there's only really been one

proposal that has come in that really mirrors or reflects

the proposal as it went out by VDOT for all the

interchanges. So we only have one company that's been

mentioned that has done that.

As you consider the importance of this

roadway and the impact of the communities along the route,

Sussex County has concerns over the delay and omissions of
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the interchanges that were designated for Sussex County.

The lack of these three interchanges would impact negatively

on the population and economy of the county; therefore,

Sussex County will not enjoy the economic benefits as have

been described here with some of the things that are taking

place, such as expansion at the port.

Interchange at Route 602, Cabin Point

Road, will serve existing industries and proposed industrial

centers for the county. We currently have at the 602

location a land waste disposal, the Virginia Department of

Corrections, local farmers and residents. Route 602 is a

growth corridor for industrial and residential uses.

Without the interchange, industrial, commercial, and

residential growth will suffer impact negatively on the

economy of the county.

A lack of interchange for the Route 460

interchange located in or near the town of Waverly will also

impact negatively on the existing commercial establishments

that we have located along the existing 460 corridor forcing

many to close or to seek relocation. And relocation in the

county will not be necessary due to the lack of interchanges

if they aren't built.

The proposed interchange at Route 620 as

stated by an earlier speaker, there are concerns with that

particular route. We think there are some better locations
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for that route.

Also of concern is proposal to end

through traffic on some of the rural roads, State Route 621

in particular, when the new Route 460 is built. Again, the

impact on the local business center, the agriculture

community was not considered. Farmers need access to their

farmland. Agriculture is still a major importance, economic

importance, to Sussex County and to the State of Virginia.

Also, the public safety issue, we're

maintaining that if you do not have the interchanges, folks

who are to be evacuated from the Hampton Roads/Tidewater

area will not benefit from this new 460 since we tend to

wait until the last minute to leave any area. If there are

no interchanges, they can't get off the road. Thank you

very much.

MR. WITT: Ms. Jones, thank you.

Michael Glasscock followed by Peter

Jensen.

MR. GLASSCOCK: Good evening. My name

is Michael Glasscock. I live at 8339 Sadler Road. I live

at the intersection of Sadler and Booth Road. As the

current plan stands, both of these roads would be

dead-ended. The only concern I have is, really, the Sadler

Road going north toward 460, how that floods whenever

there's heavy rain. Those about 25 to 30 homes would be
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isolated. They cannot get in or out because of the

dead-ending of the road coming south back towards my place.

Also, I'm about a mile from the Ivor

interchange on 616. That road is also slated to be

dead-ended. That will involve me going at least five miles

to circle around in order to get back to Ivor, which is our

normal pattern of flow.

My biggest concern is fire and rescue.

It puts me at a disadvantage there. It also puts a

disadvantage of farming, making the traffic and the farm

equipment that normally would go through Sadler Road will

have to go through the town of Ivor. The equipment gets

bigger and the road is not that big.

The last concern going is 616 from the

interchange going north toward Ivor. That is a swamp in

there and that does flood. So it's good and well to have an

interchange there, but if you can't get from Ivor to the

interchange, it won't do you a lot of good.

So I wish that the planning commission

would at least go back to the drawing board and at least

study, have some local input who know the lay of the land,

also the condition of the roads and what actually goes on

with the roads as far as equipment and traffic. I just

would like for you to take those into consideration. We do

have a lot of health and safety issues involved with the
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dead-ending of these rural roads that you-all are proposing.

Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Peter Jensen followed by Rasi

Kimmel (phonetic) and then James Jones.

Mr. Jensen, welcome.

MR. JENSEN: Good evening. I hadn't

planned on speaking this evening, but I guess circumstances

change. I'm new to Prince George. I live on Walton Lake in

Disputanta. Very new, moved in in November. The daughter

moved in in December. For us, either one, Itinere or any of

the other plans, it will affect us. Now, the Itinere plan

will go right through our house. We had reasons for, which

I told that -- was told at the Prince George meeting. They

heard my story, and I won't repeat it because they said that

there's no need in discussing a sob story. You-all on the

panel don't have no real interest in that.

But we do have wetland behind us on both

properties, and so the only thing that I can add to that is,

and I'm going to try to keep it short, that when you-all or

whoever gets to the plan -- and I understand that there is a

need for a highway. I'm a diesel mechanic by trade, so I
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know something about the truck traffic and all of that, but

that's not going to help me. Like I said, it's just that

the -- the road's going to come through me one way or the

other, and the only thing I can say is that whoever gets it

should take into consideration the people that are there,

you know, because we just got to this location.

And sadly, even as much as I tried to

check into it, it didn't do any good. This just kind of got

sprung up on me. There should have been a lot more

discussions, and I feel that the people that handle the

permits and all knew that this was coming through, and we're

stuck in the middle of it. So thank you all very much.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

Mr. Kimmel?

MR. KIMMEL: Yes, sir.

MR. WITT: Welcome.

MR. KIMMEL: Good evening, chairman and

members of the IRP. I'm a resident of Sussex County, and I

also have property that will be impacted by the CBA-1.

I know there's change, change for the

better and change for the worse. There's a couple things

that I support. One is the interchange being moved from

Route 620 to Route 628. I feel it's a better road. It will

handle the traffic, and also allows the town of Wakefield to

have access in hurricane evacuation and market and other
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things to be able to utilize the road, and to continue to

have a good representation of the local area to include the

other interchanges in Sussex County.

Also, I have one more other comment I

would like to make. Earlier, I heard an individual say that

they had commercial properties for sale. They would like to

relocate the current alignment 300 yards south. It impacts

my properties; however, that 300 yards south would put it

all on my property. So I'm not in favor for that. I'm not

in favor of any other alignment, and thank you all for

you-all's time.

MR. WITT: Thank you for coming down

tonight.

James Jones followed by Jim Carr.

Mr. Jones, welcome.

MR. JONES: Good evening. I'm a

lifelong resident of Isle of Wight County, born and raised

on a farm, and I'm here to speak concerning farmlands. When

the route was changed from the Mill Creek subdivision,

that's when the proposed new right route would affect my

family farm. It's 82 acres. Based on that, I'd have no

access to the land that will be on the north side of the

proposed 460. We will lose 40 acres of that land plus

another 18 woodland.

The big problem that really would be
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facing my family is that we have drainage tile on that farm

and both of the outfalls on the drainage tile will be on the

north side; therefore, the drainage tile that's currently in

the land on the south side of the proposed road will be

ineffective if and when, and it's just a question of when.

But if you don't maintain those outlets for farm tile, they

will block up. I talked to the soil conservation folks here

on the way, and farm tile that's blocked is worse than not

having farm tile as far as, you know, ability of the farmer

to get on the land and farm.

So basically, what I'm asking you-all to

consider is to try to conserve as much farmland as possible,

and don't forget that farmland is what makes this country

great. It's what you eat every day. So at least, you know,

look at preserving the farmland as much as possible. Thank

you very much.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

Jim Carr.

(Clapping.)

MR. CARR: Mr. Chairman, members of the

IRP, I'm Jim Carr with Vista Corp. We're purchasing a very

large tract of land. It's at the easternmost terminus of

your road, and I think the road is about three-quarters of a
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mile through this property that we're intending to develop

as a mixed use project. So I left my contact information up

front. I just wanted to introduce myself as a point of

contact. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

We are going to pause now for a

ten-minute break. If there's anyone that thought they had

signed up to speak and I have not called your name, if you

wouldn't mind giving your name again at the front desk, the

tables outside so that we can go through it when we

reconvene. We will take a ten minute break. Thank you.

(Whereupon, a brief recess was held.)

MR. WITT: Folks, we're going to

reconvene our meeting if everyone will take a seat. Thank

you, and we will reconvene. The next speaker is Sherry

Jones followed by James Edwards and then William Galloway.

Ms. Jones, welcome.

MS. JONES: Thank you. My name is

Sherry Jones. I live on Rives Road, and if and when a

proposal is accepted, I feel the alternative route for

Itinere will make the most sense because it will divert

truck traffic from one major interstate directly to 460.

And this is going to alternatively affect me because they
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gave visuals with the area of influence of the road, and it

was very nice for the people to see that if they are going

to be affected, how they are going to be affected.

My major concern is with the influx of

Fort Lee coming, the timeline of when they would let

citizens know if this is the route that they're going to

chose so that we can find a different piece of property

because in Prince George, there is not much land left for

the private homeowner to build a house, and with the influx

coming, that's quickly closing in. So my major concern is

the fact that -- of notifying the homeowners that it's going

to affect, what the timeline would be for that. Thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you for coming in

tonight.

James Edwards followed by William

Galloway.

MR. EDWARDS: Good evening, Chairman. I

do hope you don't mind my hat's on. My mother did teach me

better, but I think this is appropriate. I would like to

thank you and members of the transportation board and

especially Pete Greene for all his tireless effort that he

put in with getting the word out about the move of CBA-1 and

CBA-2.

The significant savings that incur, I

think it stood at $44 million in the move itself. I want
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the public to know, that 44 would probably wind up being

closer to 60, 70 by the time it's all said and done.

Again, I'd like to thank you all for

being open-minded enough to take the numbers and look at

them. And I know the move does affect other people, and we

hate that; however, this was for the benefit of the area and

the people of the Commonwealth with the tremendous savings.

And again, thank you.

MR. WITT: Thank you, sir.

William Galloway.

MR. GALLOWAY: Mr. Witt, members of the

board, I want to thank you for giving us this opportunity to

talk to you. I sat here tonight and listened to a lot of

concerns, but one concern just keeps popping up in my face,

and I have to bring it up along with one other.

First of all, the highways that we're

building today are not what they were 40 years ago. You

build them, and then you have to repair them within six

months because the concrete doesn't match the specs that it

should have. Aside from that -- so we're looking at an

escalation of costs you're not really taking into

consideration.

Aside from that, the big issue of this

whole area is drainage. No one has been able to drain 460

to keep it from flooding. The techniques are there. The
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skills are there. People know how to do it, but it's not

being done, and I question that. And I've questioned it all

along through all of these presentations because 460 is a

good road. I've used it today and it's wide open.

460 is not used anywhere near what it's

capacity could be. You already have with 460 enough area

east and so forth to widen it two more lanes, one on either

side, and put a median in. If you did that, you could

double or triple the traffic flow it would be capable of

carrying.

But the main concern is the bridges and

the drainage around 460. You-all have seen the picture of

our business, the Virginia Diner, on the front page of the

local papers. We had four feet of water in the dining room.

That's up to your waist when you're sitting at the table.

And it's all because of a lack of drainage. The beaver get

into the swamp area and nobody wants to go in and get them

out, not even with a $15 bond on their heads.

So I'm saying to you, you have a

drainage problem, and you're getting ready to contribute a

bigger problem to the drainage area. If you build a 54-mile

berm, which I think is about the length of this road, 500

feet wide, and then cover it with 3,200 acres of concrete

and asphalt, look at what you're doing to the water flow.

You will have a dam right down through the middle of 15,000
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square acres of swampland. That's what we're talking about.

I commend you for taking on your

responsibilities. I appreciate your ability to sit there

and listen to all of this, but I hope I've added a little

Technicolor to it here to make you understand what you're

looking at, but truth is, you're going to put another dam

across 15,000 square miles of swamp. Thank you very much.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Thank you. That was the last

name that I have on my list. Is there anyone here tonight

that had intended to speak and I failed to call their name?

MS. DIEBEL: Hi. I decided to speak at

the last minute. Sorry.

I'm in disagreement with the --

MR. WITT: Can you state your name?

MS. DIEBEL: I'm Sarah Diebel. I live

at 29353 Millfield Road, Wakefield, Virginia.

I'm in disagreement with the Cintra

proposal. I disagree with the delay and/or deferment of the

low volume interchanges at State Roads 625, 602, 620, and

616. It seems that Cintra has lost their vision with their

enhanced case proposal, changed focus from the subject at

hand, which is 460. The proposed widening of I-64 from



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

ANTHONY & ASSOCIATES, INC.
SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA

Office (757) 686-2273 Fax (757) 686-5488

62

Richmond to Newport News is not part of the original SSP for

the U.S. 460 project. Let the Peninsula taxpayers deal with

their own issue. Why should 460 taxpayers pay for a road

probably not commuted by none of us?

Their one billion upfront payment to

VDOT appears to be a bribe. That's not right. Each team

providing proposals should be provided equal consideration,

no matter how much money they plan to put up front. We're

all going to have to pay for it eventually the end.

MR. WITT: Thank you.

(Clapping.)

MR. WITT: Do we have anyone else that

wishes to speak this evening? Well, I do want to thank

everyone for taking the time -- taking your time to come out

here tonight and to be part of the this process.

As I indicated earlier, we had three

primary meetings of information gathering. First, for the

IRP to learn about the proposals. Second, to hear about

technical aspects from the Virginia Department of

Transportation's staff, but then thirdly, and probably most

importantly, to hear from all of you. We have received a

lot of information tonight, a lot of different opinions, but

certainly, ones we will weigh very heavily as we go through
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this process of determining what our recommendation should

be. This public hearing and public input is clearly one of

the most important aspects of what we do, and again, I thank

you for taking the time to be here.

That concludes the public hearing part

of our meeting. One item of housekeeping that I failed to

do at the beginning was to get approval of the minutes from

our second meeting. Those minutes were distributed through

your binder. Is there any motion to approve the minutes?

So moved. Second? Move is seconded. Any discussions or

issues of correction? All in favor, say aye.

THE PANEL MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. WITT: Opposed? Motion carries.

I will open the floor for questions or

comments from any of the IRP members. Looks like everyone

wants to get on the road.

Our next meeting will be held from 5:00

on Wednesday, May 23rd, at the JEJ Moore Middle School in

Disputanta, Virginia. That may be the final meeting of our

IRP. It will really depend upon what questions and

comments, dialogue, affirmative information, we may require

as we're having that meeting.

If there's no other business to come

before us, thank you all for being here. We stand

adjourned.
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(Whereupon, the IRP meeting was

concluded at 7:55 p.m.)
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C E R T I F I C A T E

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

CITY OF WINDSOR, to wit:

I, Sheila L. Lowe, do hereby certify

that the foregoing pages are a true and correct transcript

of my Stenotype notes of the public hearing held at the time

and place in the caption mentioned.

This 12th day of May, 2007.

Sheila L. Lowe
Notary Public

My term in office expires January 31, 2010.
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